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HIGHLICHTS fromthe
BROOKER COLLECTION
his exhibit features highlights from a very special gift of docu-
ments and manuscripts recentþ donated to the Boston College
Iaw Library by Robert E. Brooker, III. The collection, which Mr.
Brooker painstakingly acquired over many years, features approxi
Focused primarily on Boston and the New England area and
spanning two centuries, the Brooker Collection provides abundant opportu-
nity for the study of earþ American land use and transfers, law and legal
systems, town governance, family matters and daily life. Documents include
deeds ofland and other property, contracts for goods and services, legal docu-
ments such as complaints, deposition testimony and wills, business papers
such as invoices and receipts, and evidence of everyday life as glimpsed in
letters and estate inventories.
The exhibition is loosely organized by themes: The Land, The Law,
Commerce and Contracts, The Community, Living and Dying, and Odds and
Ends. It was curated by Karen Beck, Curator of Rare Books.
All items on view are gifts of Robert E. Brooker III. The Boston college
Law Library is deeply gratefirl to Mr. Brooker for developing such a unique and
comprehensive collection and for donating it to us.
pately 2,5oo documents and manuscripts.
The Boston College Law Library would also like to thank Professor
Daniel R. Coquillette, Dean fohn Garvey, Alfred Blum and his staff in the
oflìce of Alumni Relations and Development, and Director of Marketing and
Communications Nate Kenyon for their assistance and support.
Highlights from the Brooker Collection will be on view through May zoo4.
DANTEL R. COQUTLLETTE RARE BOOK ROOM
HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:oo a.m. to 4:oo p.m.
To view a sampling of images from the exhibit, visit the Law Library
website at http: / /ww\M.bc.edu/1aw1ibrary.
Robert E. Brooker III is the Chief Executive Offìcer of ICLUBcentral, a
software company based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He earned an MBA
from Harvard Business School, a BA from Harvard College, and has been
featured in The Wall Street fournal, Fortune, and Money Magazine. He lives in
Marblehead, Massachusetts with his wife and daughter and enjoys restoring
historic buildings.
Encouraged by his maternal grandmother, a rare book and manuscript
dealer, Mr. Brooker began collecting historic documents and manuscripts at an
early age. Over the years he gradually amassed a collection of approximately
2,5oo carefi.rlly selected documents and manuscripts, most ofwhich are
unique and one-ofla-kind.
_l
Robert E. Brooker III
As seen throughout this exhibition, the Brooker Collrctíon encornpasses tnøny a.req.s,
but ít ís strongest ønd. dnepest ín the øreø oflønd use. Frorn, the eørliest d.øys of our
country,løndhøsbeenthebøsisþrweølth, ønd people høve eøgerlyboughtit, sold it,
and. pøssed' it ølongtofuture generøtions. Exhibit¿dhere is ø smøll selectíon of møtrrials
from thehund'red's in the collection thøt document our reløtionship to thelønd..
#rorJ Property Deed
This beautifirl deed,
the oldest in the collec-
tion, was signed in
October 1738 by Isaac
Harris. In it, Isaac
deeded his property in
Bridgewater, Plymouth
County, Massachusetts, to
his son Arthur, "in consid-
eration ofthe Patemal Love
&Affeaionwhich I do
bear towards him." Isaac
reserved for himself the
THE LAND
"possession and improvement" ofthe land during his natural life, which ended
shortly thereafter. The boundaries are described by such landmarks as a "small
maple tree" and a "white oak stake & heap of stones."
#ro3o Deed
This deed is a companion piece ro #rot3, described above. It was signed in
November ry38by Elisabeth Harris, widow of Isaac Harris, in favor oftheir son
Arthur, executor ofhis father's estate. It appears to be a promise by Elisabeth to
pay a sum of money to settle some debts. The money was described in pounds,
shillings and pence rather than dollars and cents. Elisabeth never learned to write;
you can see her'.x" inside the phrase "Elisabeth Harris her mark," next to the seal.
ii,,
'Xer
#o749 Property Deed
Ar9z3 deed from foseph Rodrique to Addie Buck, for property in Auburn,
Maine. This deed is the most recent in the collection. Note how little the form
had changed over the previous 2oo years 
- 
someone fromry38 could read and
understand this deed, just as \¡¡e can still understand the nearþ 3oo-year-old
property and land use documents in this collection.
#1259 Land Survey
This detailedrygí sun¡ey ofland in Plymouth, Massachusetts, was made
lry Oliver Todd, the county surveyor.
#ry88 Easement
This small document, probablywritten int844, is an example ofan ease-
ment of land, albeit e very informal one. The author wrote that "f . Burrell &
others have the previlage to go pass & repass on the old cart way too and from
their land forever. N.B. the old cart way by the house to be keep open forever."
#o248 Meet the Cobleighs
This document introduces the Cobleigh family ofTempleton, Massachu-
setts, who will reappear throughout this exhibit. The Col¡leighs are only one of
many families who are brought to life in this collection by the business and
personal documents they left behind. In this ry66 deed, we fìrst meet the
Cobleigh family when Abel Hunt deeds some four acres of "meadow lott" to
farmer fohn Cobleigh for two pounds, one shilling and four pence.
#n59 Land. Survey detail
In aidítíon to the øreø oflønd. use, ønotlter greøt strengþh of the Broolcer Collectíon
líes in itslørge ørrøy oflegøl documents. Thøy rweøl much øbout thelegøl syslnm in
eíghtænth- ønd, nineteenth-century Amerbø, ønd. give us glimpses ínto t\t¿ døíly líves of
íts cítizens. Asel¿ctíon oflegøl ønd,løw-reløttd, documentsís exhíbitndhøe.
#o9o5 fury Summons
In this 1816 jury summons, the Sheriffof Clinton County, New York is
commanded to summon "twelve free and lawful men ofthe County, each of
whom shall have . . . a freehold in lands, messuages or tenements . . . of the
value of One Hundred and Fifty Dollars" and who are unrelated to the parties
in the case at hand. This document is one of several in the collection that is
printed or written on vellum.
TH E LA\)í
#tgz7 Slavery in the Courts
This ry74 document
sumrnarizes the complaint of
fohn Bostick against Ioseph
Thurston, High Sheriff for
Bedford County. Bostick
complained that an unnamed
"negro man slave the property
of the plaintiff'ran away, only
to be caught and confined to
the public jail. Despite re-
peated requests from the
plaintiff to return the slave to
his custody, the defendant
freed the slave, who escaped.
Bostick sued Thurston for
{too.
#44r Complaint
This beautifirl legal docu-
ment (on cover) dated 1816 is a
complaint fìled in the New
York Supreme Court, the
state's lower, or trial court.
Note the seal and the string
tie.
-ry :'-;*- I& .Ð -t
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#o68o The Cost of a Lawsuit
#44rComplaint detail¡
This ry99lawsuit in the town of Rye, Rockingham County, New Hamp-
shire, arose from a dispute over a poorly made coat. fustice of the Peace
Nathaniel Stearns heard the dispute at his home in Portsmouth. Plaintiff
Samuel Wille accused fosiah Perkins of holding himself out to be a "Tay7oÍ,"
who promised to make Wille's fabric into a coat "carefully, skilfully & in a
workmanlike manner." Wille alleged that he paid Perhns "a large sum of
money to wit two dollars" for his work, but Perkins "carelessly unskilfully and
in an unworkmanlike manner cut said cloth & made the same into a coat unfit
and not suitable . . . by reason whereof the said cloth is spoiled & destroyed
and said coat useless and of no value."
The reverse of the document shows that Perkins testified that he never
promised to make the coat. fustice Stearns found for defendant Perkins, and
awarded him the money he paid to defend himself in the lawsuit: z5 cents for
his attendaîce, 40 cents for traveling zo miles, 5o cents for his attorney's fee,
8o cents for the time of his two witnesses, and $r.rz for traveling z8 miles, for
a total of $3.o7. A small note indicates that the plaintiff Wille appealed the
judgment.
#rtt4 Avoiding Litigation
Legøl Disputes ín Dollør ønd Cents
This poignant ry63letter from a debtor named Bradstreet Spofford ap-
pears to have been a last-ditch attempt to avoid being sued by his creditor. "By
reason of desapointment," Spofford writes that he had been unable to come
up with the money to pay off a note, and offered to settle his debt with furs:
"You shall have the furs or the money direckly if your pacence can hold out."
The letter closes: "Pray Sir don't sue me if possible you can help it." It is
unclear whether the unfortunate Spofford was able to put off his creditor and
avoid the fate of the person in the next item. . . .
#1424 Delrtor's Prison
Difïìcult as it is to believe today, this 1839 document orders the Sheriff of
New Haven county to confìne a debtor to "gaol" for an unpaid debt of $5.92.
Other documents in the collection show debtors'land being sold at foreclosure
sales to settle debts of as little as 30 cents, and disputes over amounts as small
as a dollar ending up in court.
The Bønton/ElliotWørs
#zo8t Record of Elliotvs. Banton
In what may have been "the shot heard around the town of Bristol," on fuly
zz, t8o6 Daniel Elliot swore an oath in front of fustice of the Peace Robert
Huston that a "fether bed and bed doths to the value of one hundred dollars"
had been stolen from his home. Elliot evidently had reason to suspect that the
purloined goods were in the home of william Banton, and he asked Huston to
issue a search warrant.
Huston agreed, and issued a warrant directing the County Sheriff to search
Banton's home and, ifthe goods were found, to seize them along with Mr.
Banton and bring them into court.
On the reverse of this document, Deputy Sheriff Ebenezer Flint wrote that
he had performed the search and had found the missing items in Mrs.
Banton's possession, whereupon he brought both her and the bedding before
fustice Huston.
#roz5 & ro36 Records of Banton vs. Elliot
The saga resumes a few months later on October 8, 18o6. These two compan-
ion documents are especially interesting because they give the story ofthe case and
also its outcome. As before, both ofthese documents were preparedby ftrstice of
the Peace Robert Huston.
In#roz5, Huston first summarized William Banton's s\ryom testimony as
follows: Banton complainedthat Daniel Elliot "didthen andthere with force and
arms abuse andevelytreaf Banton andhis \rvife, did "súike, grasp, shake and stone"
Banton and strike him with a stid<, catl him "many opprobrious names," spit
tobacco juice in his wife's face, and accuse the wife of "working her passage to
England (meaning by whoring)." No mention was made ofthe missing bedding.
Huston then directed the Sheriffof Lincoln County to bring both parties and
some witresses before him to testify. On the reverse ofthe document, the Con-
stable attested that he had brought all parties before the court. #rc36 is a sum-
mary ofthe case and its outcome. Elliot proclaimed his innocence, and after "a fül
hearing ofthe carxe and due CIamination ofthe witresses," Huston found Elliot not
guilty and free to go. Banton was ordered to pay Elliot's court costs as well as his own.
#rozo Deposition
Unfortunateþ, violence in the community is nothing new. In this r8rr docu-
ment, Hannah Albee of Newcastle, Maine testifies that she is from "bodily infir-
mity trnable to attend . . , court to give evidence" against f ohn Bulger, who had
threatened her life and menaced her family. She swears under oath that "her
apprehensions are as great as ever that the said fohn Bulger will do her some
lrodily harm ," artdrequests the court to order Bulger to "keep the peace toward all
the good citizens ofthe Commonwealth especiallytowards herthe said Hannah."
A Døy in the Life of ø Working Løwyer
#45r Legal Notebook
TheThreøt Víolenre
Robert Huston's legal record book provides a fascinating glimpse into the
daiþ workings of the legal system of r8rr Bristol, Massachusetts (later Maine).
An attorney, Selectman and fustice ofthe Peace for the town of Bristol, Huston
appears to have been something of a pillar ofthe community. His name ap-
pears in numerous documents in the collection and pops up throughout this
orhibit as well.
In this record book, Huston describes a variety of legal actions that were
brought before him, as well as their outcomes. This information is especially
valuable and rare, since most court documents provide no hint of the ultimate
outcome of a case.
This notebook shows rx that, then as now, most legal actions disappeared
before they ever made it to trial. Here is one example: "These certify that Alex'dr
Clark adalowledge that he had raised and circulated a report against Bridget Terril
for dandastently taking milk from his cows when in the pasture and that he
afterwards found that he had no cause to suspect the said Bridget nor family for
the above c-harge 
- 
and that he \Mas verry sorry he had circulated such report and
gave her a certificate to that effect."
#1695 Bill for Legal Services
This docrrment is an r8rz legal bill to the town of Bristol, Maine, from the
same Robert Huston. Here, he bills time for drafting documents, attending Town
Meeting, assessing taxes and other activities. Present-day lawyers may be inter-
ested to leam that Huston billed his time at $r.5o per day.
#45rLegal Notebook
The Brooker Collection contøins nutnerous contrøcts 
- 
evidence of goods ønd
servicesbeingbought ønd, sold, ønd thevølues thøt people pløced on them. The
sømpling of documents shown here rønge from ø simple høndwritten letter to ø
complex printed' employment øgreernent, øwøsh infi,ne print. The documents ølso
spøn rna'ny yea,rs, ønd it is interesting to see thøt øs time went by, cornmercíøl
møtters ofien (but not ølwøys) becøme rnore cornplex, ønd grew to encornpøss
reløted. øctívities such øs ødvefüsing øndhigh-pressure søles tøctics.Here øre øfew
examples of contrøcts ønd comrnerciøl correspondence for good.s ønd services.
#níz Corn
In this simple contract, executed in Lebanon, Maine inrS4z,farmer Alfred
Doe agreed to sell z9 lrushels ofcom to fames Brackett for the sum of $zo.
#l,479 Rum
This beautifr;/-t7g3letter describes the financial and mercantile dealings of
Ebenezer Boyd of Boston, who either supplied or contracted to sell sugar and rum
for Messrs. Millfün and Merritt, merdrants of North yarmouth. Evidently a
surplus of rum caused Boyd's inventory to pile up, and he wrote that the l'uncom-
mon large çrantity ofrum . . . has been the sole carxe ofmy not being able to
dispose of yo-urs, at any thing of a hansome price." Note that amounts of money
are described in pounds, not dollars.
Earþ letters did not have separate envelopes; one side ofthe page was left
blank, the letter was folded blank side out, and the address was written there.
On the reverse ofthe leüer is written the address "Messrs. Millfün & Merritt,
Merdrants, North Yarmouth."
#nz6 Fish Barrels
COM M ERCE AN D CONTRACTS
This contract, written in Hooksett, NerM Hampshire in 1835, sets forth the
agreementbetweenthree menwho agreedto make "six Hundred Fish Barrells in
workrnanlike Manner" for the sum of zo cents per barrel, to be paid by a sea
captain. They also agreed to pay the captain $r.25 per week for room and board.
Employment Contrøcts
Unnumbered document Mariner's Contract
This beautifi;l oversized employment contract sets forth the terms of employ-
ment between the Master ofthe Brig Abeona and several sailors. The voyage was to
begin in r83r and was to last no longer than 15 months. After setting out from New
York, the brig could travel nearþ anywhere in the world at the Master's discretion.
In an enormous paragraph of fine print, the contract detailed nulnerous mutual
obligations between Master and sailors. Below are the sailors'signaÍrres; several
were nnable to write and signed their names with arr"x." Notations about their
positions on the ship and their wages (about $rr per month) follow.
#\45 Farmer's Contract
This 1865 letter, ac-hieves the same goals as the previous document in a mudr
less prolix fashion. Francis Peabody wrote on engraved stationery that he would
like to hire Mr. A. Prince of Salem, Massachrxetts to work as a farmer for wages of
$45 per month, rent-free living in the farmhowe, and wing "what vegetables you
require for yotr family; also two quarts of milk daily."
C ommerce B ecornes C omplex
#n67 Foreign Markets
This 1845 letter to Mr. George steiner of Pennsylvania was written by fames
Bolton, who appears to have been employed as an agent of Steiner's. Bolton re-
ported on overseas crop shortages that might affect domestic prices: "The steam-
ship Acadia at Boston yesterday & had news today not so favorable as anticþated.
Flour has dedined in England . . . it is now afÏìrmed by the Irish journals that the
iriury to the potatoe crop will be much short ofthe general apprehension. . . .
Prices have advanced too rapidly & in consequence we may look for firrther dedine
here. . . . Still urglng caution in your operations."
#rr87 Advertisement
Commerce took a heavy-handed form in this amusing and longwinded
1865 advertisement for oil cans and oil pumps. In an earþ instance ofhigh-
pressure sales, Edward Allen sent form letters touting the wonders ofhis
rfi/ares to merchants throughout the region. In eight separate points, Allen
praises the economy, efficiency and attractiveness of his oil cans. His letter
concludes with this handwritten note at the bottom: "Had you not better send
an order soonl As soon as southern & western navigation opens my resources
will be taxed to supply them. They are the thing."
THE COMMUNITY
How da peopl¿ ín ø comrnuníty dßcidshow to govern th,emselves ønd, eøch other, ønd,
how do they tøke cøre of thnse who míght otlrerwr,seføll through the cracks? The Brooker
Coll¿aion contøins rna.ny dacurnents thøt provide clues øbouthow these timel¿ss issu¿s
were ødd'ressed in the pøst. The items dßpløyed,here show thøt, then øs nou), the solutions
øre not ølwøys easy, nor the resultsføir.
#ry49 Tax Levy
This eyecatc-hing document deals with an everpresent reality: taxes. In 18o6,
legislators in the Commonwealth of Massadrusetts passed a law assessing a tax of
$ry33o2.52 on its inhabitants. The State Treasurer, fonathan fadrson, ordered eac-h
to'wn's Selectmen or Assessors to tax their town's residents for a certain portion of
this amount. The town of Bristol (which later became part of Maine) was assessed
$j65.33, to be divided among every male ovet age 16 at the rate of z7 cents each.
#ro16 Election Summons
This important document surnmons the inhabitants (those who were permit-
ted to vote) to a Bristol town meeting in December r8r9. There, the assembly
would vote on whether the Distria of Maine should separate from Massadrusetts
and form into a "separate and independent state." Sixty-six men voted;64favored
the separation and 2 \Mere opposed. Maine became a separate state in r8zo. The
document was recorded by Robert Huston 
- 
whom we have met elsewhere in this
exhibit 
- 
and fohn Fitdr, Bristol Selectmen.
Tøking Cøre of the poor
-"
This attracaru" ¿ffiree indentured servant contracts in
the Brooker Collection.lffritten in:1797, apparently by mutual agreement of
the town's overseers of the poor and the county'r ¡.sti.., ofthãpeace, it
bound four-year-old Benjamin Evans, "a pauper apprentice to Nicholas
Hoffman" of Shawangunck, Newyork.
_ 
Benjamin was to live with Hoffman until age zrand "shall well and faith-firlly serve his Master in all lawfirl business according to his wit power and
ability and shall honestþ and orderþ in all things beñave and demean himself
toward his said Master during said term.,,
In turn, Hoffman agreed to teach the boy to read and write, and to provide
shing and lodging."
ide for Benjamin so
said Town of
#zor9 Indentured Servant Contract detail
#rryo Public Works Projects
What happened to indigent adultsl This document provides one answer. It
is an r8r9 petition in support of Langford Higgins' desire to become a town
woodcorder for Baltimore, Maryland. The six signers urged Higgins'appoint-
ment because he was "in indigent circumstances, and not able to perform
manuel labour for a support for self and famiþ."
#ryß The Alms-House
As a last resort, the poor could take up residence in their to'ffn's alms-
house. Somewhat predictably, disputes quickly arose around the question of
who qualified as a "resident" of a town.
This r8or letter is one of several in the collection that illustrate these
disputes. A Boston official wrote to the Overseers of the Poor ofthe town of
Waldoboro rcgarding Elizabeth Monk, who was born and raised in Waldoboro
and spent most of her life there. Abandoned by her third husband, she had
spent the past 14 months in the Boston alms-house, and the ofTìcials sought to
return her and her son to waldoboro: "By the laws ofthis State, she belongs to
the Town where she was born. . . . We give you this Information, that you may
order their Removal as soon as possible. We have charged the Expences of their
board to your Town . . . and shall continue it during the Time they shall remain
in our Alms-House."
#2o78 Statement of Account
This attractive document, which at first glance looks like a simple business
ledger, actually tells a very tragic story. It is an account of the charges incurred
by the town of Bristol while caring for an impoverished family, the Brewers.
Bristol's overseers of the Poor billed the town of Boothbay for their care.
Between r8r7 and r8r8, the list of expenses reveals a sad downward spiral of
medical and nursing bills, expenses for fohn Brewer's cofÏìn and gravediggers,
and costs incurred in caring for the Brewer children, who were farmed out to
various families after their father's death.
Keepíng the Town Runnínø
Selectmen in r8oz, reports that
chusetts, ,,paul Whitcãmbe is a
at."
#1862 Letter
To orl eyes, this 1853 letter contains a rather shocking suggestion to lessen
l town'9 budget woes. Mr. currier advises Mr. Haywar¿ o?wíåen, New 
----
Hampshire, that "having consr:lted the inhabitanis ofthe district it was
concluded that a female would ans\¡rer their expectations as well as a maleteacher, being less than usual, to pay a male
teacher
shorten ng of a fair compensation would soe to employ a female teacher.,,
These briefdocuments authorize the town ofWilbraham, Massachusetts topayvarious parties for work done on behalf ofthe town:
_The top document, #rz39,is dated tSzz anddirects the town to pay Luisa
Stebbins $zo for four months ofschoolteacJring.
_ 
#rz4r is also dated r8zz, anddirects t" a,*tt to pay solomon wright $69.3ofor boarding and nr.rsing the town,s poor for th" p"riyé"r.
- 
#t47 is dated rSzr and instructs the_town to pay Aaron warrin 52.73 for z,'lz
days ofwork for himself and his oxen, whicJr tte üsË¿ while worhng o., á to*r, '
road.
#1249, d",9d 1833, directs the town to pay fohn carpenter $r per day for
measuring and working on county roads
-
Awide vøriety oflegøl d.ocuments, personøl conespondence ønd, miscellaneous
ítems in the Brooker Collection record, ønd. reveøl the sometimes hørsh reølities oftife
in centuries pøst. The selection on d.isplay reveøls the tírnelessness oflífe, illness,
deøth, and'møtters of theheørt ønd.heørth. Some of theseitemsfeøturethe Cobteigh
fømily, whom we rnet eørlier ín this exhibit.
#níz Will of David Cobleigh
LIVING AND DYING
A second generation ofthe cobleigh famiþ 
- 
still living in Templeton,
Massachusetts 
- 
is represented here by David cobleigh's r84z will. He re-
quested that most ofhis property be disposed of at "publick auction.', He
bequeathed to his wife Sally "a sum sufficient for her maintenance during her
life," the sum of $7oo to his daughter Anna Cobleigh, and the rest ofhis
property to be shared among his five children. He names his sons-in-law
fames 'ü/inch and fohn Sawyer as administrators. In a fìnal sentence scribbled
below his signature, David directed that if his wife's sister Anna Lamb should
"outlive her property that some of my property may be given towards her
support so that she may not suffer."
#rr8s Notice of Auction of David Cobleigh's Real Estate
David Cobleigh died sometime in :1842, shortly after executing his will. This
eyecatching poster, an adverrisement for a public auction ofhis real estate in
March of 1843, shows that his estate administrators indeed carried out the
directions in his will. fudging from the vast tracts of land at auction here, it
appears the Cobleighs did very well for themselves in the nearly eighty years
since David's father fohn first purchased property in Templeton (see docu-
ment #o248 elsewhere in this exhibit).
This advertisement was published in the Massachusetts Spy,a local news-
paper that was published in Worcester.
idc,nt of Needhørn,
to hisbrother Jømes
elsewhere in this
ics ønd. ø heørtbreøking personøl trøged.y.
#2146 December zo, 1855
Mose recent election and then philosophicallydedares, ople have acted and, we must abide thedecisions rüre afe entireþ pleased or not.,,
He then presciently describes the rapid growth occurring in Needham:
"Houses are building most ofthe time and if nothing happens to check o'r
prosperity Needham Plain will in time become a populous place.,,
Five days later Moses wrote again: "'When I wrote you last week, I little thought
I should write you again so soon, especially in suc-h ciicumstances as now exist.
tast^saturday evening at 1 o'dk my wife 1'd [my son] Lavel were sitting with me by
9" 
-fi1" 
all ofus apparently in usual health. At 8-o'.lk-y wife was deað. . . . She
died the doctor thinks, with a diseas ofthe heart . . . . yËsterday afternoon we
carried her to her last home & t9 day t feel lonely and sad. By her loss my family is
broken up so that I know not what to do.,,
#zz46a lanuaryt4,t856
Moses writes ofhis desolation since his wife's passing: ,,Home scarceþ seems
like home since my wife left us, & I feel but little interest in the scenes 
"ro.Ld *".The suddenness ofher deparhre without saying a word or hearing a word that I
gught say to her, shows us the uncertainty ofthings here & the importance of
living at all time as though this was not our homel,,
-r-
#zz46b March 13, 1856
The mournfirl theme recurs: "I think I have spent the longest, coldest &
most dreary winter this year that I ever spent in my life at least so it seems to
me. Other years when cold & dreary I could enter the house & fìnd one to
sympathise with & cheer me, norw I am comparatively alone & the excessively
cold weather for the last rr weeks has dragged along heavily."
#zz4sa ApriT ß57
By this time much had changed in Moses'world. He had remarried, and in
this letter speaks rather differently of his new wife than he did of his fìrst wife:
"You already know that I have another wife who has been here since the 4 of
Feb. . . . I hope you will come & see us as soon as you can & then you can judge
for yourself whether I have been wise or foolish in the step I have taken. I came
to the conclusion that I must either quit housekeeping or obtain some one to
keep house & I concluded to do as I have. Whether I have taken the best course
or not time must sho\ry."
#zz45b December 185g
This fìnal letter is notable for Moses'views on slavery: "The times in which
we live are exciting especiaþ in Virginia & at Washington. The contest be-
tween freedom & slavery seems to have begun in good earnest & must go on
untill it knows which shall rule our country. Let it go on for if the North must
now cringe & fawn at the feet of the slave powers in order to obtain leave to be,
it is time that we knew it. But ifthe slave power is to bend & slink away before
the indignant voice of freeman the sooner it is done the better \ryillit be for the
country. I hope therefore that the friends of freedom will stand fast to their
principles. . .."
#n6o Letter
In this letter d"a_"d lune 27, r8zr, \x/illiam Galloway writes movingly of a
measles epidemic that swept through Boston in the siring and sumäe, of
that year:
who l,ïfüåîï;ffi1"ïlj;:*ff;:'",him e ro dayoittå monthwiththe
at time till the third Sunday
st distressing illness, and at least
ic-h terminated lvith his life. He died on
h9 r4'n th inAuntAbigail,s grave. foanna,sChild issickrvin 
" ";:,ii,:äfiffä*.:i:"ï".i"children have had the meazles except the youngest. . . .',
Illness
-
#2ry9 Letter from Anna Cobleigh
Diseases that are rare no\ry could be life-threatening in the nineteenth
century, and much of the hard work of caring for the sick fell to female family
members. [n 1849, David Cobleigh's daughter Anna sent a hurried letter to
her brother-in-law fames \I/inch, reporting on a dysentery epidemic in
Templeton, Massachusetts. Anna had spent the past three weeks tending the
sick and dytttg, and reported that her Aunt Anna Lamb (mentionedín#¡z6z
above) had iust died. Sick herself at the time, Anna Cobleigh had been unable
to attend her aunt's funeral, but later recovered.
#zlSG Receipt for Coffin
This simple receipt tells a sad story. It records Sarah Masterson's r8r5
payment of $6.5o for a "hardwod Coffìn for her Husband Thomas
Masterson."
#ryr9 Estate Inventory
This is one of several estate inventories in the collection. These inventories
are particularþ interesting because they tell us what everyday people owned
and used. This attractive example, dated r8oz, is especially valuable because it
includes the prices paid for the items that were auctioned off. 'We can see that
fohn Hawkins (late of Gloucester, Massachusetts) owned a large anay of
weaponry, tools and livestock. The most valuable item was a mare, which sold
at auction for $4.
#1752 Town Death Records
#tz6o Leüer detail
Documenti
This notebook records the deaths ofevery citizen in Barrington, Massac-hu-
setts, from r7g7 to the r84os. It appears to be the work of one dedicated indi-
vidual. The book is opened to the years r8r4-r8r5. Note that the author indudes the
ages ofthe deceased, as well as the total number ofdeaths per year.
Estate Inventory detail
\
ì
-
l
i
i
I
I
Møny iterns in the Brooker Collection d,efy cøtegorizøtion. The exhibition closes
with thís smøttering of unique, surprisíng ønd ofien humorous documents.
#ro49 Deed for Sale of Church Pew
We say farewell to the Cobleighs with this deed from r8rz. The First Parish
ofTempleton, Massachusetts, sold "a certain Pew in the New Meeting House .
. . on the lower floor, on Wall No. 12" to David Cobleigh and his heirs. Pew
sales were common; there are several such deeds in the collection.
#ry46 Letter
This ry93letter from a witty character named fames Read to his füend
William Young, a printer and l¡ookseller, is remarkable for several reasons:
First: it is in beautiftrl condition.
Second: it shows how earþ letters were addressed and mailed: in this case,
the letter was folded several times, blank side out, and was addressed and
sealed on the blank surface. There was no separate envelope.
Third and fourth: it is a commercial document, but unlike most of its
kind, it is a very amusing one. Read asks Young to bind several ofhis books: "[
wish you would have my Copy of Br. Horne done up, at your Leisure, like the
Buchan which I send by *y good Lad fohnny Barron, so that I may, at a future
Day (if a man of 71, years & 5 mos. may presume on a day to come) when dry,
have it neatly bound. . . . I fìnd, in this request, the Force of Habit. I am SelÊ
ish. Pope said truly,
'Self Love's the ruling Passion still in all.'
I am grown a Reduse. I wish to see the Bishop in his American Dress. Can
you contrive me a Look at him)
I hope the Dictionary of my Favourite Brown will also appear, shortly, from
your Press.
ODDS AND ENDS
- 
My best Respects to good Mrs. young. Tell her she must not spoil your dear
Children, either by Severity, or by too fond Caresses.,,
#ry82 Letter
- 
In 1859, Johnnie Small of portland, Maine wrote this most surprising
letter to his friend Teddy. He first writes rather melodramatically ofht hãme-
sickness: "r can't seem to think I have settled down for Life. It dån,t seem to
me that I am not to have any more good times with my friends at home. . . . I
want to get out on the stage again and shout . . . and what is more t,llbe
damned if I won't. I shan't be tied down to this place as long as I live that,s
certain. . . . Youmustn'tthinkthat I am homsick . . . .,,
#ryr8 Letter
This letter provides an amusing glance at an age-old subject. In rgr9, Alden
Seaver ofAlbany, New York writes to his füend Mr. Peekham of CatskiÍI. After
dispatching some commercial business, he engaged in a little matchmaking:
"One Word to the fair sex which so much bewitches and attracts our attention.
A female ofvirtuous character, of Good acquirements 
- 
affability of deport-
ment 
- 
A slender waste a good fìgure, a cheek assimilated to a Vermilliin hue
and with all an affectionate dear little creature 
- 
such an one I could wish to be
your partner. such an one (if rich) tender my compliments and best respects
accompanied with a smart Kiss."
#r36o Calling Card
"I am C.R. Pow-
ers. Who the devil are
youl" 
- 
complete with
a picture of a little
devil.
#r36o CallingCard
